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They need their jobs, and the American peo-
ple need them. 

f 

IN HONOR OF COLONEL FRANCIS 
H. DILLON, JR. 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Colonel Francis H. Dillon, Jr., a con-
stituent of mine from Great Falls, Virginia, for 
his 31 years of service to our nation as he ap-
proaches his 90th birthday on September 10. 
I also want to call attention to the fact that his 
entire family has followed his example of serv-
ice. 

Colonel Dillon served in the United States 
Army and began his service in 1943 during 
World War II in the 17th Airborne Division in 
which he saw combat action during the Battle 
of the Bulge, Operation Varsity, and the Allied 
invasion of Germany. He answered his na-
tion’s call a second time in 1950, recalled to 
active duty as an Intelligence Officer during 
the Korean War. Before retiring from the Army 
in 1974, he again served his country from 
1968–1969 as he commanded the 525th Mili-
tary Intelligence Group in Vietnam. 

In 1947, Colonel Dillon married Martha Getz 
and together they raised seven sons. Through 
his example of selfless service, each one of 
Colonel Dillon’s seven sons served in the 
Armed Forces of the United States. Four of 
his sons served as career Army officers; Major 
Francis H. Dillon III (ret.) 20 years, Colonel 
Peter J. Dillon (ret.) 28 years, LTC Dan P. Dil-
lon (ret.) 26 years and LTC James R. Dillon 
(ret.) 20 years. Colonel Dillon’s second son, 
Thomas C. Dillon, is a 1975 graduate of the 
United States Naval Academy and served on 
active duty in the Navy for nine years. Two of 
Colonel Dillon’s sons served in the National 
Guard and United States Army Reserve. Ser-
geant Timothy D. Dillon served in the Con-
necticut National Guard for four years and the 
youngest of the seven sons, Major Douglas M. 
Dillon continues to serve in the United States 
Army Reserve as a Civil Affairs Officer. Colo-
nel Dillon’s sons have served in numerous 
overseas contingency operations including Op-
eration Desert Shield/Storm, Kosovo, Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan) and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Colonel Dillon has four grandchildren who 
are also current members of Armed Forces. 
Captain Peter J. Dillon Jr. serves as an Army 
doctor and is currently deployed to Afghani-
stan. Duncan Dillon is in his third year at the 
United States Air Force Academy, Timothy Dil-
lon Jr. is a Private First Class in the Idaho Na-
tional Guard and enrolled in the University of 
Idaho Reserve Officer Training Course pro-
gram and granddaughter, Julie Dillon, just en-
tered her first year at the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point. 

Two of Colonel Dillon’s daughters-in-law 
have also served in the United States Army. 
Captain Patricia Dillon served for six years 
and LTC Maryanne Dillon (ret.) served for 20 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute Colonel Francis H. Dil-
lon, Jr. and offer the appreciation of a grateful 
nation to him and his family for their dedicated 
service to America. 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
WESTACRES COMMUNITY’S 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Community of Westacres in the 
Township of West Bloomfield, as its residents 
celebrate its 75th anniversary. 

In 1936, as the nation was still in the throes 
of the Great Depression and stood on the 
precipice of an unknown future, United States 
Senator James Couzens partnered with the 
Federal Emergency Relief Administration and 
Oakland Housing Inc., to establish the 
Westacres community. The vision was to build 
a community where working class Michigan 
residents and their families could have a place 
of their own and strive to achieve the Amer-
ican Dream. To this end, Oakland Housing 
Inc. put forward a number of guidelines to en-
sure that the residents of Westacres would be 
families interested in the welfare of their 
neighbors and in using the land they were pro-
vided to help them be self-sufficient. 

As with all new communities, Westacres 
faced a number of challenges, but its resi-
dents always rose to meet the call of service 
to their neighbors. In 1937, to address the 
need for public safety, residents started the 
Westacres Fire Department, a volunteer force 
to protect their community. Residents also 
took it upon themselves to create the 
Westacres Credit Union and Westacres Li-
brary to provide the financial support and con-
tinuing education for their neighbors. The resi-
dents also founded the Orchard Lake Commu-
nity Church and at the height of our nation’s 
need for austerity, established the nation’s old-
est ride pool to get workers to work while con-
serving resources. 

It is with a sense of great pride that over the 
last 75 years and from its humble beginnings, 
the Westacres community has grown and 
flourished as its residents have moved into 
America’s dynamic middle class. Today, the 
community has grown to over 300 residences 
with dozens of families who have been part of 
Westacres for generations. As was the case 
when it was founded, service has continued to 
remain strong with the community residents 
who volunteer countless hours across the 
greater southeast Michigan community. 

It is with great honor and pride that I rep-
resent the community of Westacres, as it cele-
brates this most auspicious occasion. Through 
its history, Westacres and its residents rep-
resent the powerful success that can be 
achieved in the face of adversity. Westacres’ 
75th anniversary is indeed an impressive mile-
stone and I wish its residents many more 
years of success and service to our commu-
nity. 
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THE GOLDEN WEST 
HUMANITARIAN FOUNDATION 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2011 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Golden West Humanitarian 
Foundation. 

Since 1998, the Golden West Humanitarian 
Foundation has been proactive in combating 
shortfalls in heavily mine-impacted countries. 
With innovation, forethought, partnership, ap-
propriateness and affordability as its key strat-
egies for intervention, the Foundation’s man-
date is to safeguard the lives of men, women 
and children across the globe where landmine 
and unexploded ordnance contamination is a 
major threat. That commitment and investment 
is most certainly deserving of recognition. 
Their tireless work brings countries closer to 
peace and prosperity and serves as inspiration 
to others to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, in December I traveled to 
Cambodia and saw first-hand the great work 
that Golden West Humanitarian Foundation 
does in that country. Golden West has been 
actively removing landmines and other 
unexploded munitions in Cambodia caused by 
three decades of war. Estimates are that up to 
six million landmines still remain in Cambodia. 
Landmines claim more than 200 lives annually 
and have caused more than 40,000 people to 
live as amputees. This means that one out of 
every 230 people living in Cambodia is an am-
putee. 

Mr. Speaker, the 37th Congressional District 
of California, has the largest population of 
Cambodians living in the United States. What 
happens in Cambodia affects my constituents 
in California. Every time someone in Cam-
bodia is maimed or killed by a landmine, it is 
likely that person has family members or 
friends that live in my district. 

Mr. Speaker, the Foundation is hard at work 
doing the important work of removing land-
mines in Cambodia and elsewhere around the 
world. Golden West Humanitarian Foundation 
has implemented several other successful pro-
grams. They offer support to Cambodians 
who, while at work or play, face the risk of 
death or maiming by these remnants of con-
flict. 

One of Golden West Humanitarian Founda-
tions’ most effective programs is its Explosive 
Harvesting Program (EHP). This program re-
cycles explosives extracted from existing 
weapons stockpiles to create disposal charges 
for humanitarian demining. Since its inception, 
EHP has provided the bulk of all demining ex-
plosives used in Cambodia. The Explosive 
Harvesting Program has deactivated over 
200,000 landmines and has removed more 
than 24 tons of explosives from potential black 
market sales. 

Another effective way the Foundation is pre-
venting unnecessary deaths in Cambodia is 
through Research and Development. Re-
search into explosive and non-explosive 
demining tools, as well as landmine and 
unexploded detection technologies, is where 
investments have produced impressive returns 
on investment. The Foundation has provided 
cutting edge solutions for problems encoun-
tered in humanitarian demining. The technical 
achievements of their research have been uti-
lized by numerous organizations worldwide. 

The Foundation further aids in protecting the 
most vulnerable group impacted by landmines 
and unexploded ordnance—children. Children 
are at a high risk of either dying or becoming 
physically or psychologically injured from land 
mines and other detonators in Cambodia. Ac-
cording to reports, there are two active mines 
in Cambodia for every child. Curious and trust-
ing by nature, children are easily attracted by 
the explosives’ texture and shine and too often 
find themselves exposed to the risk of harm. 
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